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The February meeting of the ?win City lris Society witi i:e held Thursday, Februaryl
l7'L966attheusua1p1ace,t,heCornmuntiyRoomoftireGuarantyStateBari]rof
Robbinsdal.e, 3700 We.st Broaduay. The program will be a very interesting ar.d',
entertainipg.one:uith discussions of two of the lesser grown tlpes of iri,sr'ihe'
dwarfs and Ihe inlbriired-rfltes. If you want.to stretch the'season of blooin in.your
iris garden, come'learn all about these fascinating members of the iris famiiy"'
and next summer plant some of the newer ones fer extra dividends
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tlie neirr officers for the frear l-966 have taken over the reins ard a most interest-
ir:g -vear for the.p,;w1rr Ci-ty tris Soeiety.is aireaci. The officers for the year ares

Presideat . . .i.o . . o . i"ffslr',Cirariotte Schoene
l-st ili,ce Fresident,. . . r .r"{r, David }.,I. GodCard
2rC Vice Presicle'nt. . . . Dr . Rueben DaviC
Treasurer;. r ;" . r .'..i.'ir.,l'ralter Cgrlock i

Recording Secretary . o . i''lrs. Walter iohnsoa
Corre sporrdi..rig Secretary . i ir s . li,obert i'[etko
BoarC of .Btrector s : ( bwo :vear terins )

iloldover'!. . 
lffl. $l%?-,,,::*;-

. ; i'{r. Stariu.'oh RuCser
New: .? o , . .'r{r. }IenryHa}vorsen'

:i rrifS.0, A.l ,Bakke :

: rvir. Carmine ,Socco

These officers.,know they can orf,y do a good job if thelr have the zupport of all the
rnembers. Remember this is ycur Soceeb3r and r,ri]-l o:rly be as good as the whole
membership makeo iir. If eacir ar.d every rnemher.does iris part ihen we r.riI} have an.: 
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PRSSITE$]T I S LETTER

ldelcome to t"he lg66 year of iris. It'is my privilege to serve as i,'our president.
With your heIp, and r,re do need the help.,of each and every one of you, letrs rnake
this year bigger and better tl:an ever before. i4embership, Fellowship, arrd Show-
manship are ti'rree words i+e'should ail Ccncentrate on.

It is probably hard to get enthusiastiq about gardening when it is beiow zeror'but
as the new catalogs co,ne in rrr,rc can dream,cantt.rse?rf riol.l is the time to plan all
the things we should do. in the spriug and renember .what we did wr.ong last year, I '

usually keep a 1og from year to yearr,as llm sure mosi of you do, r,rhich'helps keep
track of the do's and Conlts.

This could be a.h3rd year for our frises so plan to spencl extra tirag. with them. . i
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Our I'ebruary prograin rnrill be of great interest to all so we erpect to se-e a,good :.
turnout.Seero.1,3}1then;.,Sinqere}y,
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"' " TI{OUGHTS ABOUT SOCIETIES Ii{IIIT,E BIDING TI{E BUS

By G. F. Hanson, P,egional Vice President
American fris Society, Region B

Sonre 15 )ears ago a sma1l--gr:oup of peoplb got together and formed the Twin City
Iri.s Society. They hela meetings, swapped experiences, held,shows, and tltrough
their cooperative,efforis trelped each other learnmore about the iris ard do a
better job of growing it; Today the same activities are stil1 going on, but the
Twin City Iris Society has gro$,n to well ,over a }iundred members: ord every year
its shows rank anong the very largest ard best in the rration. Ard many of those
original members are sti1l hiE;hly active .toda;'.

iilow these folks r,rho founded our society had as their inppiration a pet flower so
fascinating ard so highly developed that they war:ted to band together and ]earn
mcre about it. The reason why they had this worderfuL flower, and therefore why
our society was founded; goes back quite a bit further and gets into another si;ory.
Something over fort,y Xears ago; in much the same manrier, another group of people
rnrith similar interests got together and formed ihe American Irie $6ciety. And- ' '

like the TCIS and AIS grer,r and e:ryanded i-os scope ad aeLivities until today it
has 71000 members scattered over the entire Unlted States and several foreign
countries.

To realize just how well the AIS has done its work, we need orrly look at a nodern
iris and coliipare it with the best tiiat was avaiLable a generation ago. Today we
h.l,ve a variety of sizes and forms, we have ruffling and lacing, and we have a rain-
bor.r spectrunr of colors that our pareats and grarrdparents never dreamed of. We

have inforrnation about culture ard pest control. ltle have an extensive array of
published literature so t,hat we can study ard learn. We have a controlled roster
of judges funciioning urder uniform standards. Pqrhaps best of all, we have a
complete and orcierly control over tkie thousar:ds of registered varieties, so that
the same name neans the same iris, whether it happens to be in l{aine or California.

The time came v,rhen the very scbpe and size of the AIS demanded subdivision. fnter-
ests, cultural problemS, and grou'ing conditions in itlinnesota nere not the same as
in Virglnia or i,lissouri or Oregon. So regions r{ere set up, based on concentra-
t,ions of membership and stmilariry of gror,ring contiitions. There were 23 regions
in the United States: 4nd Canada forrns the 2hth. Region B cons:-sts.of Wisconsin
ad i,linnesotal with a membership of aboul L25, rougtrly half in eaclt state.

By now most of the other regions, wishing to establish firmer ties beti.reen their
own peopl-e whose interests and probiems are siniilarr-have set up regional organ-
izations within themselves. Here in Region B we harre not become accustomed to
thirxir:g in regional terms. Recently f asked our roembership for ail el,q)ression of
opinion on the subject of a regional organlzation, ar.d it appears'that we'arenrt
ready for it yet. First, we need an increase in memberships and a broadening of'
our interests beyond our:own groups, with recognltion of the true value and func-
tion of i:he AIS

Since we arenrt ready for a regional organization yet, f toss out another sugges-
tion as food for thought. Here in fl,egion I we have other soci-eties like our own.
There is the Wisconsin Iris Society, ard the Duluth Peory and Iris Society, ard a
rnrmher of smaller gaiden elubs interested enough to maintain membership in the AIS.
Might it not be to our rmrtual benefit to establlsh better contact between these
state anl local groups? First, perhaps, through an exchange of publications, ard
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and what-have-you? f have a fee).ing
rnaybe this is a logocal first step,

later by an exehange of writings r speakers,
that we can al} profit from each other, anC
Let t s think about it.
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Our Jaruary meetings with TelI i{uhlestein were an outstanding slrecess, as I am sure
those who r.rere fo:."tunate enough to attend will testjfy, i{r. i,luhlestein or [Te11rt

as he r,rished to be caIIed, is a r^rarm, generous frierdly flower grower and hybrid-
i-zer, riho, according to his own evaluation is a rrplain dirt-gardener.r, His
beautifirl slides, his description of hts rlhome placerfi his invaLuable discussion
of hybridizing and blood lines and his warin friendly nature will long remain r.rith
those of us fortunate enough to atterd these meeti-ngs. To us ti:e name Tell lrluhl-
estein wll1 not be just a name on a catalog but will invoke warm memories of a
personal friend. Thank you, Te}l, from the whole Society! !

At this meeting, our Past President Gret,a l{essenich was presented wtth a gift for
her two years of dedi.cated work for the Society, as its president. We want to
share with those of you who could not be there the beautiful tribu-be paid to Greta
by Hazle $reeney in the name of the Society.

'orff,xtl}o},*rffi8"

Under your ieadership as President of the Tirin City Iris Society these past two
years, rore have accomplished many firsts. Here are but a few:

f . iGmbership reached an all time high of 185.
2. The Iris Show of 1965 missed being"i;he No. I show of the nation by only 6 bloom

stalks (we had 837 entries as against Catiforniats Bl+2), Horvever, we led the
nation in rrumber of visttors to the show!

3. Good pubS-ic relationship built up through:
a. Publieity in local newgpapers, radio and national magazines,
b. Personal contact with Southdale Shopping Cent,er to sponsor our Iris Shows.
c. Personal contaet r^dth officers of Guaranty State Bank to hold all iris

meetings in their new modern Community Room.
d. Beautification progralnr in li-ne r^rith President Johnso;rrs National Beauti-

fication Program, by donating rhizomes to civic projects:
(1) Ilirureapoiis iriuni"cipai Garden Center.
(2) Bloomington City IIalI.
(3) Hopkins Beautification Projeet, pI-us GirI Scout Troop Project
(ll ) Richfield Affilia'i;ed Garden Club .

l+. The Crowning Glory to top tliis list of aeeornplishments, is tire presence here
tontght of TeIl i,iuhlestein of Provo, Utah, internationally famous irisarian
arid hybridizer. In spite of his busy schedule, you have charmed hiin into
giving us aot on"ly one session, but two--the first meeting to show color slides
ard talk on varieties of iris; the second session to be informal open diseussior.
r^rith gardeners interested in hybridizing, follow-irg a pot-luck zupper.

To earry out such a strenuous program required a great sacrifice of time, thought
and energy. hle know thai; you, Greta, were always the first one to appear at the
meetings, and the last one to }eave. We canrrot help but feel your life was
patterned aften the fo]lowing quotation:



TI.,rlE FoR EVERYI'HII\IG

Take time to work--it is the price of success.
Take time to think--it is the source of power.
Take time to play--i',, is the secret of youth.
Take time to read--it is the fountain of wi-sdom.
Take time to be friei:d1y--it is the road to happiness.
Take time to dream--it is hitching your wagon to a star.
Take time to love and be loved--it is tlre privilege of the gods.
Take time to l-ook around--it is too short a day to be selfisir.
Take time to laugh--it is the music of the soul,

01d Irish Prayer

And N0W, the Twin City Iris Society takes genuine pride ln presenting to you this
token of appreciation, in the presence of our distinguished guest this evening.
Tiris memento has the unani.molrs approval of the officers ard Board of Directors of
the Twin City Iris Society. Jt is inscribed:

GNETA IffiSffiIIIICH, PRESIDEI{T
Tllrfif CITY IBIS SOCIITI

L96)1 &. L965

fn selecting this particular memento, 'we felt the imported marble base was a symbol
of strength and er:durance; the perpetual calendar an everlasting reminder of the
happy days, months ard;1rears i,,rith tlie Twin City Iris Soeiety,: the pen would en-
courage you to eontinue to write your thoughts in }ong haraCi snd the gavel, of
course, the symbol of your reign as President of the Tr,rin City Iris Soeiety.
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The following article caugirt my eye and I thought our rnembers
this information. It was printed in the August U65 issue of
(SrUmitted by Dorothy Rudser)

might I ike to have
Popular i{echanlc s .

trPlease Donrt Eat the Oleandertr

The woman was in intense pain when admitted to the emergency room of a Cleve1and
hospital. The left side of her face was swollen ard her speech was thlcli, almost'
unintelligible. Her tongue and mouth membranes were 60 badly swollen that she
couldnrt swallow. She admitted that she had bitten into the stalk of a dumbcane
plant but had rrot swallowed the juices or the pu1p.

(Dumbcane is not an exotic gror,l.btr. It sprouts in rnany a livingroom and is favored
as a decoration for somber hotel lobbies. It grows from three to sjx feet high
ar.d has elongated green leaves thai may be spotted or streaked ri-th white or shades
of green. Its scientific name is Diefenbachia seguine. )

Dumbcane is not the only nasty plant you may be nurturing in your home or in your
garden. Take a walk around your house arri youtre likely to find at ieast half a
dozen plants that could fell you ard your children if their leaves or fruit were
ingested.

fn your walk around your garden you may well encounter a daffodil, narcissus, or
other lily-like p1ant. Theyrre all bulbous plar.ts ar'.d tire bulb is the potent
portion. It contains chenicals that prodrr-ce nervous symptoms a:id extreme digestive
distress.
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Lily-of-the-va11ey is a well-established favorite for both house and garden. It
has rrhite, be11-shaped flouers ard a sweet fragrance. Look at it ard sniff it,
but donrt eat it. It contains a drug similar to digitalis, the heart stirnrlant,
and is also irritating to the digestive tract. Digitalis, of course, cornes from
the Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) which is an ornamental plant ttrat grows f,rom two
to five feet higit and has purple floi.iers. The drug is prepared mostly from the
Ieaves.

Another piant, that contains a conrpound that affects the heart is olearder (Nerium
olearder ). A leading authority on toxic plarrts rirarns that a single l-eaf can be a
lethaI dose for a child.

Here is a list of other plants to be wary of:

S}oriqg.a or climbing lily (cloriosa superba L. ) is
five to seven feet tal} and has yellow and yellowto Asia ar.d Africa but is i,riduly useO as-a baiaen
AII parts of tkre plarrt are poisonousi arrd can cau$e
in the lips, tongue aad throat; giddiness and loss
vulsions and l-o s s of consciou snes s .

a siencler plant that grows frorn
ar.d red flowers . f'b is nativeflower irr the southern states.

nailsea ) a feeling of numbriess
of power in the limbs, and corl-

i'{ountain Laurel (iialmia latifolia) is a bushlike shrub that grows to five or six
iEffifffireet-scented white to rose flowers. It can be found in mar4y parts of
the country. The Delai,rare Indians used laurei to comrnit suicide. It contains a
conpourd that produces nausea ar.d vomiting, depression, diffi-cuit breathing,
prostration and coma.

Jimsonweed (Datura stramonium) has a related species known as angelrs trurnpet or
GE6FGfftruinpet (Datura suaveolens I{. & B.). Jimsonweed grows wi1d, but the
angeJ-rs trumpet often is found in gardens. It has large, r.rhite perdulous fiowers.
Both species contain atropine, a drug tirat paralyzes motor nerves arrd can produce
respiratory and heart failure.

Wisteria (Wisteria speeies) ts a tough vine that grows in many sections of the
eountry ard produces clusters of shor,6r f1o'oers. Seeds from -rristeria pods are
reported, in recent years, to have produceci mild to severe digestive upsets in
children. Wisteria is a relaiively ne'* addition to the list of poisonous plants,

Yel}ow Oleander (Thevetia peruviana $chum. ) is a shnrb or small tree with a dense
ffi;il--T-ffiie of tropical America, it is also grown in the warmer sections of
this country. It has yellow to duII orange flowers. Despite tts name, it isnrt a
true olearder. Al1. parts of the plant are said to be poisonous. Two of the com-
pounds fourd in ii act as heart stimulants.

Larkspur (Delphiniun species) is a ta1I spiked plant with feathery green leaves
that is frequently planted in flower gardenr. All varieties reportedly contain
compounds that cause digestive upset and nervous excj-tement. Jn Western states,
larkspur is said to cause more losses of cattle than any other poisonous plant
except locoweed.

Rhubarb (nneum Rhaponticum) is okay if you eat orJy the stalks, as countless
rhubarb fanciers are well aware. But the leaves of the plant contain oxalic aeid,
whieh crystalizes in the kidneys, plugging ard rupturing the tubules of the organ.
Human deaths have occurred froro eating rhubarb leaves,

Castorbean seeds (Ricirn:s communis ) are highly 'r,oxic and may be fatal if chewed or
eaten.

Jerusalem Cherry
----t--ttllrrtrconsidered toxic

( Solanum P seudo-Capsicum) 
"if eaten.

The bright orang€-red berries are


